
BALLYMONEY OLD CHURCH

   RAVEYARD
AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE



Surrounding the church tower are the graves 
of generations of Ballymoney families - Adams, 
Galloway, Cameron, Hamilton, Leslie, Moore, 
Small, Stewart and many, many more. The oldest 
discernable headstone belongs to the Camac family 
and dates back to 1610. Others may be older still, 
but their names are now lost, destroyed by the 
centuries of weather and erosion.

This graveyard was the only major cemetery 
in Ballymoney until the late nineteen century. 
Subsequently, despite its association with an 
Anglican church, individuals from other churches 
were also interred here. The vast proportion of 
burials would have been members of Ballymoney’s 
Presbyterian congregations.

In the 1840s, the new road to Coleraine split the 
graveyard in two. Despite the protests of local 
families, several headstones in its path were lifted 
and the bodies exhumed.

The Old Church Graveyard and Tower are now the 
responsibility of Ballymoney Borough Council.

THE DESCENDANTS OF 
TODAY’S BALLYMONEY

Ballymoney Old Church Graveyard is dominated 
by the old tower. This is the oldest building in 
Ballymoney and all that remains of the church 
which was built in 1637.

Previous to 1637, the earliest record of a church
in the Parish of Ballymoney is found in the records 
of the taxation of Pope Nicholas in 1306. In 1414, 
the church was dedicated to St. Mary. Later this 
was changed to St. Patrick.

The Ulster Visitation Book of 1622 stated that 
there was a ruined church in the Parish. At this 
point in history, the population of the area was 
growing fast with Scottish settlers arriving from 
across the Irish Sea. In support of his new tenants, 
Sir Randall MacDonnell, Earl of Antrim, paid for 
the reconstruction of the much needed church. 
Within its aging walls is a slab that reads:

Soon after being built, the church was destroyed in 
1642 during the Irish Rebellion. The rest of the town 
was also burned by the rebel armies. The tower, as 
it is seen today, is all that is left of the church which 
was re-built and used for worship until 1782.

‘THIS CHVRCH VAS 
BYLDED TO THE GLORYE 
OF GOD 1637’.

Recent restoration work, part funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, has helped to preserve 
this important building, ensuring it will be a 
Ballymoney landmark for generations to come.
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